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Fire Hydrant Flushing 

Firefighters depend on properly working hydrants with adequate pressure and water flow.  For this reason, the 

Bangor Township Fire Department services fire hydrants in the spring and fall of each year.  Hydrant flushing also 

improves tap water quality, increases system efficiency, and helps to detect unseen problems.  During the flushing 

process you may notice a temporary discoloration of your water, which is normal as the sediment is being removed.  

However, to avoid staining your laundry, we recommend that you do not wash clothing during the flushing process.   

If you have other water quality issues contact the Bay County Water Department at 989-684-3883 during regular 

business hours.   

Frequently asked Questions 

Q:  What should I do when hydrants are being flushed in my area? 

A:  When hydrants are being flushed in your area, avoid running water or washing clothes until the flushing has 

been completed.  Drive carefully around flowing hydrants and the fire department personnel servicing them.  

Additionally, children and pets should be kept away from the work area. 

Q:  What should I do after hydrant flushing?  

A:  Water can become cloudy or discolored from sediment following hydrant flushing.  If you experience cloudy or 

discolored water, shut the water off and wait several minutes, then run the cold water and it should clear up.  This 

may need to be repeated for several hours.  The discoloration only affects the appearance of the water and poses no 

health hazards.  If pressure or volume of water seems low, check faucet aerator screens for sediment. 

Q:  What about running appliances such as washing machines?  

A:  Avoid doing laundry during hydrant flushing.  White clothes may become stained if the water is not properly 

cleared first, so it is recommended to make your first wash be a dark load.  

Q:  Who do I call for more information?  

A:  For more information about hydrant flushing, call the water department at the above number, or the Fire Marshal 

at 989-684-8504 during regular business hours.  You may also email your questions to 

firemarshal@bangortownship.org. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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