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Charter Township of Bangor  

Public Works Committee  

April 11, 2016 

11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

PRESENT:   Dennis Kula, Dick Bishop, Mark Norton and Ron Hansen  

 

D. Kula called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Moved by D. Bishop supported by D. Kula to approve the March 21, 2016 committee minutes as 

presented.   Motion carried. 

 

D. Kula asked R. Hansen to describe his position with Spicer. R. Hansen answered that he is an 

engineer with Spicer, specializing in storm drainage and road repair.  

 

The Greenbriar Drainage Project was discussed. D. Kula mentioned that preliminary work has 

been done by Wade-Trim. R. Hansen stated about a year ago there was a meeting between Spicer, 

the Township and J. Rivet. Spicer reviewed Wade-trim’s estimates and discovered they did not 

include road repair. Spicer was instructed to start surveying the area. J. Rivet then instructed them 

to put the project on hold. D. Bishop stated that without the financial support from the Drain 

Commission, the Township could not afford the project without a special assessment, and that is 

the reason for the Township backing off the project. R. Hansen discussed the Drain Commission’s 

ability to collect some money from the County to offset their portion of the cost.  

 

Discussions about the reason for putting the project on hold led to inquiries about past meeting 

minutes that might answer why it was halted. 

 

Discussion turned back to what would need to be done to address the issues in Greenbriar. R. 

Hansen stated one goal would be to eliminate shallow culverts and put ditch basins in. He 

mentioned the Chapter 3, 4, and 20 provisions that would allow us to go through the Drain 

Commission. This would allow us to split it between the County, the Township and the residents. 

He said that the planning for this project also needs to consider who will maintain it afterward. Mr. 

Hansen said most Townships do not take on the maintenance responsibilities. D. Bishop agreed 

that the responsibility usually goes to the Road Commission. It could also go to the Drain 

Commission. The Road Commission would charge costs back to the Township while the Drain 

Commission can divvy up the costs, possibly between Township and County, or even as a special 

assessment to the residents. 

 

Chapter 20 Drain Districts were discussed. Bangor Township currently operates under Chapter 20. 

Maintenance goes back to the Drain Commission. Maintenance costs are split by Township and 

County. It does also allow for special assessment districts to pay for the initial project and 

maintenance costs. D. Kula asked how much would be paid by the residents and Drain 

Commission and how much would be absorbed by the Township. Spicer said it is up to the 

township, but it is not uncommon for the residents to pay around 65%.  
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R. Hansen discussed the timeline for this project and stated that it was getting too late to do it this 

year. We should aim for putting bids out in January or February of 2017 and getting the 

construction underway that spring. 

 

When D. Kula asked about the capabilities of the Drain Commission helping out on this project, 

M. Norton stated that he had talked to J. Rivet a couple days prior to this meeting and J. Rivet 

expressed his interest in still being a part of the project and helping out. D. Kula is going to talk to 

the Drain Commission and Road Commission to get a firmer handle on their willingness to 

participate. 

 

Spicer can draw up a drainage district map for the special assessment. They will prepare a cost 

estimate for the Township based on whether we work with the Drain Commission or do it 

ourselves. R. Hansen said the final cost would not vary that much but there are different 

procedures they have to follow depending on the route we take. 

 

Being no further business, the Public Works Committee Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

Karie Wardynski      


