
 

 

                   Downtown Development Authority of the Charter Township of Bangor 

    Regular Meeting – March 8, 2024 

         Bangor Township Administrative Offices 

             180 State Park Drive, Bay City, MI 

 

Present:  Glenn Rowley, Cristen Gignac, Sandra Covaleski, Mike Thelen, Barbara Behmlander, 

Jeff Mayes, Dr. Lee Newton. 

 

Absent:  Kevin Peil and Brenda Rowley.   

 

Also present:  Richard C. Sheppard, Karie Wardynski-Township Treasurer, Zach Rowley-on 

behalf of Rowley Tires and Automotive Services and two guests Melanie Radabaugh and Shayne 

Leamon from Saginaw Bay Athletic Association indicating that they are moving into the Towne 

Center, they now have 16 teams they are always looking for sponsorships to keep the youth 

occupied in batting cages, virtual simulating machines, turf for fielding practice, etc. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Newton at 8:00 a.m.  Open for public comment and 

the representatives of Saginaw Bay Youth Athletic Association discussed their plans for relocating 

from Salzburg Avenue in a 5000 square foot facility to the Bay City Towne Center in an 

approximately 15,000 square foot facility. 

 

Following those announcements, the regular meeting of the Bangor Township DDA was called 

into order at 8:05 a.m.  Motion by: Jeff Mayes, supported by:   Barb Behmlander to approve the 

January 12, 2024 Minutes. 

 

Present:  Voice vote – all yes. 

 

Yes:  All present. 

 

No:  None 

 

Dr. Newton indicated that there had been some indication that the last payment might be due to 

Niswander would be 2025.  Ms. Wardynski indicated that it might not actually be due until early 

2026, but in either circumstance we are nearing the end of the Niswander environmental review.  

Ms. Wardynski submitted the Treasurer’s Report and the outstanding invoices as moved by Barb 

Behmlander, supported by Jeff Mayes to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay all the bills. 

 

Roll call:  Glenn Rowley, Cristen Gignac, Sandra Covaleski, Mike Thelen, Barbara Behmlander, 

Jeff Mayes, Dr. Lee Newton. 

 

Absent:  Brenda Rowley and Kevin Peil 

 

Yes:  All present. 

 

No:  None 

 



 

 

Item 6 on the agenda was the development projects.  Dr. Newton updated the location of the 

benches and had taken the cement contractor to review potential placement of the four benches 

that had been purchased upon last meeting’s approval.  The bid was approximately $2,950 for 

concrete pad for four benches.  In reviewing the places of the benches on Shresta Drive, it was 

determined that some of the benches would be far removed from the curb and actually to be outside 

the sidewalk and less intrusive for traffic, etc.  There would need to be easements obtained.  After 

discussing the need to have a survey done for a legal description and legal easements drawn, it was 

moved by Cristen Gignac, supported by Sandra Covaleski that the bench project budget be 

increased to not to exceed $10,000 to pay for the benches which have already been ordered and 

received, pay for the pads to be installed and include the costs of surveying to obtain legal 

description and to obtain easements as appropriate.  [Roll call all present in favor, again the two 

absent Kevin Peil and Brenda Rowley, nobody against].  Dr. Newton indicated that before we 

spend the money on surveys, etc., he would contact the property owners of the potential location 

of the benches to make sure that they have no difficulty with trying to do the easement. 

 

Item 6 b was the Rowley Tires and Automotive Services presentation by Zach Rowley.  After the 

initial presentation by Mr. Rowley, there was a general discussion about how much the DDA 

should support any one particular project and how much more comforting it is for the DDA to vote 

for public improvement, such as ADA bathrooms for public utilization. 

 

There had been a comment made that perhaps the Code Enforcement Officer for the township 

should review the layout of the bathrooms to make sure that they are ADA compliant.  Mr. Glenn 

Rowley indicated that based upon information available to him, there had already been permits 

granted for the remodeling by Township Code Enforcement Official Tim Mark for the first two 

bathrooms, but the third bathroom was not yet reviewed or approved.  Motion by:  Glenn Rowley 

(clearly indicating that he is not related to the Rowley entity nor the family).  Supported by:  Barb 

Behmlander to have the Bangor Township DDA after development agreements drawn by the 

attorney and approved by Dr. Newton to pay up to $45,000 for bathroom one and two to become 

ADA compliant and available for customer utilization.   

 

Roll call:  Glenn Rowley, Cristen Gignac, Sandra Covaleski, Mike Thelen, Barbara Behmlander, 

Jeff Mayes, Dr. Lee Newton. 

 

Absent:  Brenda Rowley and Kevin Peil. 

 

Yes:  All present. 

 

No:  None 

 

Item 7 was the Nislander Environmental which the report was forwarded to everyone within the 

week and they got their bill and they will pay the bill as approved in due course and budgeted and 

hopefully they concluded with Nislander in the next year or two. 

Under old business, there was discussion by Dr. Newton that he had met with the supervisor, 

treasurer and clerk of the township and that apparently, they were charging the DDA for 

snowplowing, when in fact the township may not have been doing snowplowing.   

 



 

 

As a result of the conversations between the township officers and Dr. Newton, it was generally 

agreed that the DDA will pay the township $400 ($100 per hour for 4 hours) per snow event.   After 

the final snow event, the Township maintenance department will notify the DDA Treasurer of the 

number of times they addressed a snow event for the DDA sidewalks.  Based on that information, 

the DDA will be billed accordingly.  Should the average number of hours needed per snow event 

be substantially different than the estimated 4 hours, the Township and DDA may discuss 

amending the payment agreement.  

 

Glenn Rowley also indicated that the snow removal equipment had been updated to obtain a V 

plow which will keep the snow removal equipment within the sidewalk area as opposed to plowing 

up turf from the side of the sidewalks.  Moved by Sandra Covaleski to enter into this agreement, 

supported by Cristen Gignac. 

 

Roll call:  Glenn Rowley, Cristen Gignac, Sandra Covaleski, Mike Thelen, Barbara Behmlander, 

Jeff Mayes, Dr. Lee Newton. 

 

Absent:  Kevin Peil and Brenda Rowley. 

 

Yes:  All present. 

 

No:  None. 

 

Item 8 b was a discussion about the permit fees for the Euclid Avenue billboard.  Dr. Newton had 

talked to Mr. Thelen, who indicated that he needed to talk to family members and see if they had 

any interest in taking over the sign.  The attorney was to check the Michigan Department of 

Transportation and see if we can simply transfer the permits to Thelen for their utilization. As the 

general consensus of the Planning Commission Chair, Supervisor and the attorney that so long as 

the signs clear footage was not increased, it may be a legal non-conforming sign and changing the 

sign face to benefit the Thelen Auto Group, which now owns the property where the sign is located, 

would be in order. 

 

Item 8 c the Façade Grant Program was determined that due to the hour it was too late in the 

morning to start discussing that program.   

 

Paragraph 9 Bay Future, no one was present. 

 

Paragraph item 10 other business Mr. Rowley asked where the perimeter of DDA was and 

Chairman Newton generally explained that and said that he would send a map.  Motion by Sandra 

Covaleski, supported by:  Cristen Gignac to adjourn at approximately 9:10 a.m.   

  

 


