
 

 

Potential New Fire Station Questions  
 
Questions from open house: 
 
Q: How much will the build cost? 
A: Estimation for bidding done in 2026 and construction in 2026 and 2027 is $9,283,251 
 
Q: How many square feet is the new building? 
A: As proposed, 11,634. 
 
Q: Will property taxes stay the same during the period of the millage? 
A: Taxable values change every year, for the majority of homeowners, based on the Inflation 

Rate Multiplier set by the state. The millage rate may also slightly fluctuate each year as the 
principal is paid down. The average millage rate over 30 years is projected to be .7840. 

 
Q: Homeowners on Columbian are concerned that they will need to widen the road. 
A: Columbian will not need to be widened.  
 
Q: How many fires have there been in the past month, year, etc.? 
A: The fire dept responded to 25 fires in the township in 2025. This total includes structure fires, 

vehicle fires, grass / brush fires, cooking fires, etc. 
 
Q: What is the interest rate on the bond? 
A: The interest rate on the bond will not be determined until the bonds are sold. It is currently 

estimated that the average interest rate will be approximately 5.40%. 
 
Q: How long is the bond for? 
A: 30 years 
 
Q: Have they been putting money aside for this? 
A; Yes, $1,037,000 is left after spending $162,500 on the feasibility study, architects, and 

demolishing the State Police post. 
 
Q: Is the old MSP property adequate for the future needs of our township? 
A: Yes, the committee used the information provided from the study and architect to make that 

determination. 
 
Q: Why isn’t it placed in our township? 
A: The new location is in Bangor Township.   
 
Questions from Facebook posts: 
 
Q: Is this a bond proposal or a millage? 
A: This is a bond proposal. The bond is paid from the levy of an annual debt millage. Taxes will 

increase based on taxable value. As the ballot language states, the first year it is estimated at 
.8447 mills - we are hoping it is less but won't know for sure until the build is issued. If the 
proposal passes, we will not be able to bond more than $8.5 million, so the first year max 
millage rate is .8447. It fluctuates slightly as the bond is paid down with an average rate over 
the life of the bond being .7840 mills. 

 
 



 

 

 
Q: Will copies of the feasibility study, the current township budget and fire department run 

information from the last year be available? 
A: The feasibility study will be posted online, it is a very large document to print.  Copies of the 

township budget were available at the first open house and will be available at the April open 
house also. 

 
Q: Have we sought out any grants? 
A; Yes, we are still looking into them, but we haven’t found any up to this point.  Many grant 

options are focused on more rural communities. 
 
Q: Would this be $75 for every year forever?  Or just one time? 
A: The millage would be applied according to your taxable value each year, for 30 years. 
 
Q: Will the entire township expense to income budget be shared during this open house? 
A: Copies of the full budget were available at the open house and will be available at the April 

open house also.   
 
Q: Last year Bangor Township received $750k in marijuana revenue, where did that money go?  
A: Of the $760,000 the Township received in 2025, $127,000 was spent on roads, $400,000 was 

placed in savings for Fire Station Improvements, there was also about $140,000 spent on hall 
renovations to make the bathrooms more ADA compliant, update the entryway, and separate 
the rental area from the Fire Station. Remaining funds were integrated into the budget and 
used on various expenses. 

 
Q: Why can’t future marijuana proceeds (incremental funds) be used to continue to support this 

purpose 100% without raising taxes for residents for it? 
A: Marijuana funds are not guaranteed. In 2025, we received $760,000 in excise tax, but for 2026 

we have only received $432,000. The market hasn’t found a level yet, and is likely to continue 
to trend down over the next year or two. In 2027, the payment is projected to be around 
$477,000. The marijuana excise tax would not be enough to cover it. 

 
Q: Are we sure the old State Police post is big enough for another 50 years? 
A: This property was evaluated during our feasibility study and it was determined that it would fit 

our needs.  
 
Q: Are we looking at a multi-level structure to maximize apparatus space with living/office on top? 
A: The Township originally requested a two-story design with living quarters on the second floor, 

however, this option was significantly more expensive and did not provide that much additional 
space once the requirements for stairwells and an elevator were included.  

 
Q: Will Columbian Street be used to get back into the station and thus need improvements? 
A: Yes, the trucks will use Columbian to return to the station, but there are no improvements 

planned.   
 
Q: If station 6 moves, can we knock down station 6 and raise a steel building for storage, auxiliary 

use? 
A: That is an option that the Township plans to consider if the proposal passes.  

 

 



 

 

 

Q: It seems like there will be traffic issues with the trucks getting in and out. 

A: Trucks will pull in from the back so will not need to back in.  The Euclid location provides 

stoplights from both directions and a solid line of sight. 

 

Q: What are the plans for station 7 long term? 

A: In the last few years, more effort has been put into being proactive with maintenance instead 

of just reacting when there are issues. Last year, new windows were installed and offices were 

updated. This year, money has been budgeted to replace the furnaces with ones that will be 

easier and cheaper to maintain.  

 

Q: Has anyone looked at property that’s not for sale?  Like behind Kroger or near McLaren on 

Midland Road to see if there was a larger lot? 

A: No, we did not consider property that was not for sale.  

 

Q: Are we stuck with the post unless it goes back to the state less monies already spent on 

knocking it down? 

A: We have committed to use the property for public purposes, whether that ends up being for a 

fire station or for a different Township use. 

 

Q: Can you post the $9.28 million breakdown, line by line, of the total cost and also the floor plan, 

and the paperwork that was handed out on Saturday? 

A: This information will be posted on our website.  

 

Q: Was there any recording done of the meeting so we can view it, so we know what questions 

were asked and the answers. 

A: The township did not record the open house. 

 

Q: How much will it cost to restore Station #6 so we can use it for storage?  What will the annual 

costs be then? 

A:  If the proposal passes, the Township is going to investigate whether it will make more long-

term sense to maintain the existing structure or put up a simpler pole barn for storage. The 

different options will have different costs that will need to be explored. 

 

Q:  What are the operating costs for the new station going to be? 

A: There won’t be any new costs for equipment or staff, so the main difference is going to be in 

utilities since the new station would be significantly larger. Based on the utility costs for the 

current station, an estimate of utilities for the new station is $22,000. 

 

Q:  Can the Township maintain the “current” taxable value so the voters’ amounts won’t increase 

each year? 

A: No. Every year the State Tax Commission sets an Inflation Rate Multiplier that applies to every 

parcel in the state. The Township cannot override this. For the majority of homeowners, the 

only change they will see each year in their taxable value is due to the Inflation Rate Multiplier. 

Items that change taxable value outside of the Inflation Rate Multiplier are changes to the 

property such as adding a pool or removing a garage, etc., or if the taxable value is uncapped 

the year after a transfer of ownership. 



 

 

 

Q:  What is the population of the area Station #6 serves? 

A: While the location reduces response times for residents in that area, the station serves the 

entire township and can respond accordingly, especially if there are overlapping calls and 

vehicles from Station #7 are already responding to an emergency.  

 

 

Q:  How did we come up with an even number, $8.5 million?  

A: Looking at the estimate and what the Township has already saved, the Fire Infrastructure 

Committee decided to include some extra contingency as the price may fluctuate when 

construction actually takes place. If the cost is less than anticipated, we will only bond for 

actual costs. 

 

Q:  Can’t we offer a contingency on the ballot if this doesn’t pass?   

A: No, this is not possible to do so.  

 

Q:  If someone doesn’t pay the millage portion for the fire station on their taxes, will we be 

foreclosing/repossessing their homes? 

A:  It was explained to the audience that “we” don’t do that, if taxes aren’t paid, they are turned 

over to the County – they don’t foreclose on homes, the County has their own costs and they 

try to collect and after I believe two years, they can take ownership of the home.       

 

Q:  Can we buy down interest rates with the marihuana monies? 

A:  There is not an option to buy down the rate on bonds like there is for mortgages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


