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May 7, 2026

The Special Meeting of the Bangor Township Board of Trustees was called to order by Supervisor
Rowley at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Bublitz, Caldwell, Koch, Rowley, Taylor, Thomas, Wardynski

ABSENT:

ALSO PRESENT:  Residents: Larry & Heather Doan, Jennifer Behmlander, Andrea
LaFramboise, Debbie Irwin for Roberta Jones; Tina Counterman, Christina Spaulding; Amy
Gillard, Betty Gilles, Carly Ruggieri, Jeremy Gnida, Erin Riley, Nathan Braendle, Ann Moore,
John Rosatycki, Kathryn Nugent, Emily Gillings, Zach Prior, Justine Braendle, Marti Murphy,
Floyd Willette.

Others Present: Scott Scarberry, Mark Treiber, Matthew LaBean, Gina Huynh
Presenters: Lori Ziolkowski, Mike Hirst, Andy’s Place founder; Dr. Chris Boulter,
Deputy Chief of Support Services, Blackman-Leoni Department of Public Safety; Judge Harry

Gill and Judge Wood — Recovery Treatment Court; Joseph Caringella and Mitchell Milner,
Developers.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Presentation on the Proposed Recovery Housing Project began at 6:02 p.m. by Lori Ziolkowski,
Mike Hirst, Dr. Chris Boulter, Judge Gill, Judge Wood, Joseph Caringella, and Mitchell Milner.

Public Hearing on Proposed Recovery Housing Project began at 7:20 p.m.

Heather Doan is in favor of the program itself, just not the location as it is literally in her back
yard.

Jennifer Behmlander spoke in favor of this project. She and her husband are lifelong residents, and
they believe people need hope and this project will give them that.

Andrea LaFramboise - Liberty Square Subdivision President of Homeowners Association. There
are 40 homes in the HOA and 27 of these homes have children. She personally spoke to 45
individuals that are against this location. They support the program, just not the location.

Lori Ziolkowski spoke again to remind everyone that this is not a rehab facility, but a home.

Debby Irwin spoke because her mother, Roberta Jones, resides at Country Meadows. She said this
location isn’t right — it would be going next to a very vulnerable population.
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Tina Counterman owns two homes in the Township. She would be proud to live in a community
that offers this recovery home. She said it is very hard for people to find housing and this would
help.

Scott Scarberry: He is in long term recovery for 8 years now and he runs the Jail Diversion
Program. They have a 68% success rate. He is in favor of this program.

Christina Spaulding is a certified alcohol and drug counselor — many people have nowhere to go
and this would be beneficial and help people.

Mark Tribert. He read a letter from his son’s perspective; he died at age 27 due to addiction. He
had nowhere to get the support he needed. This home would be good for people. As a father he
spoke about stigma and fearing what you don’t understand. He hopes we will consider a new point
of view as this home would be beneficial.

Amy Gillard. She lost her son 9 years ago to a drug overdose. She implores everyone to educate
themselves. This home would help people.

Marty Murphy. He wanted to know why Midland said no to this project. He asked about building
security and what % of people are kicked out. He was informed the facility is fully funded for
fifteen years of security.

Floyd Willette asked who would be responsible if something happened at the hands of a resident.
Lori Ziolkowski stated that anyone can do anything at any time, there are no guarantees anywhere.

Betty Gilles. Has been a resident over 50 years and spoke in support of this project.

Carly Ruggieri spoke and said there has to be a better site for this project, this is not the location
for this type of home.

Jeremy Gnida — he spoke and stated this is not the location for this home. He questioned how they
prove residents are drug free, do they graduate out of housing. The panel stated that once they were

unqualified, they had six months to move. The residents are tested weekly and these are random
times.

Someone who was at the meeting in Midland spoke and said Midland didn’t want any more
subsidized housing and that is why they turned the program down.

Erin Riley said we all need to educate ourselves, these people are “us,” our friends, our co-workers.

Nathan Braendle. He has been a resident for a little over a year now and he is concerned about
their property value decreasing.
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Ann Moore asked what would happen when the funding ran out — everyone has to live somewhere,
but not here. Not in favor.

Matt LeBeaux is from Linwood, his mom lives in Bangor Township. He is in long term recovery
himself and he couldn’t have done it without the support of others; you need other people to help
you. He went through Judge Klida’s program and he supports this proposed housing project 100%.
He said, “we recover out loud.”

Marti Murphy spoke again asking what the maximum amount of units can go in the 10 acres. He
was informed from a panel member that they were only purchasing 5 acres as the other 5 were
wetlands.

Judge Wood spoke and said the court program is 24 months.

John Rosatycki questioned why this couldn’t go into Bay City — they have large areas that could
accommodate this facility.

Is this a 501c¢3 facility — the panel said no, it is not.

Larry Doan questioned the crime rate and if it was lower than other apartment complexes. He also
stated that Commissioner Banaszak told him that this project was offered twenty units in the City
of Bay City and they turned it down. Lori Ziolkowski said that was absolutely not the truth.

The panel was asked if you had to be a Bay County resident to be in this program and the audience
was informed it would be Bay County, Saginaw, and Midland.

Kathy Nugent asked what the next steps were, she supported this. She was informed that the
Township Board would have to vote on a PILOT — Payment in Lieu of Taxes — Ordinance if this
project were to move forward and that vote would take place on May 18, 2026, at the next
Township Board meeting.

Emily Gillings spoke to support this project. She came here to learn as she is a new homeowner in
Bangor Township.

Heather Doan spoke again about her home and this being right in their back yard. She is concerned
about her property values going down, they will not have the retirement they want.

Zach Prieur is on S. Paul Circle and said his family was horrified at the beginning, he appreciates
all the information he received at this meeting.

Gina Huynh from United Way Bay County works with many homeless people, she lost a brother
to drugs and is in support of this project.
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Justine Braendle, Wheeler Rd., “why Bangor Township,” it was explained that Bangor Township
is close to the new health department that will moving into the old Art Van on Wilder Road, it is
close to jobs and these residents want a “peaceful” place to live. Bay City has too many overdoses,
they want a quiet place to live.

Trustee Tracy Koch asked when someone is removed from the home where do they go and the
response was that it depended on why and when they were removed; during the first 24 months,

they could go back to court and/or jail.

Trustee Bob Thomas questioned eviction and how long it took, was it the same timeframe that a
“regular” landlord experienced or was it different.

Trustee Katie Caldwell questioned the procedure of drug testing — was it “on the spot” or who did
it. The panel answered that RP Services provided random testing.

Treasurer Karie Wardynski asked what the relapse percentage was.
PUBLIC HEARING ended at 9:46 p.m.

There was no public input.
MOTION Adjournment at 9:46 p.m.
Moved by Wardynski, seconded by Koch to adjourn at 9:46 p.m. (7 ayes, 0 nays). Motion Carried.

Submitted as recorded by Dawn Bublitz, Clerk.

Approved May 18, 2026

Dawn Bublitz, Clerk
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Glenn Rowley, Township Super%




