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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF BANGOR 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 
MINUTES OF MAY 19, 2026, MEETING 

 
A regular meeting of the Charter Township of Bangor Zoning Board of Appeals was held on the 19th day 
of May 2026 at the Bangor Township Administrative Building, 180 State Park Drive, Bay City, Michigan, 
pursuant to notice of said meeting. 
 
REGULAR MEMBERS PRESENT: Covaleski, DeShano, LaPlant 
 
MEMBER(S) ABSENT:   Weidner, Thomas 
 
ALTERNATE MEMBER PRESENT: Willard 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Building Official Tim Mark 
 
Ms. Covaleski called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Roll call was taken. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
The first item on the agenda was approval of minutes of the April 21, 2026, regular meeting. Mr. 
LaPlant moved to approve the minutes as presented. Ms. DeShano seconded the motion. All members were 
in favor. Four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, two (2) absent. The motion passed. 
 
The next item was a petition filed by Kevin Leinberger for property at 3597 Euclid 
(0901000810006000) which is on the east side of  Euclid between Old Kawkawlin and Huron for the 
purpose of a variance of 7,153 square feet to have existing lot area of 36,407 square feet (43,560 is 
required), a variance of 79.5’ to be 70.5 for the existing lot width (150’ is required), a setback variance 
of 12.6’ on the north side for the existing setback to be 7.4’ (20’ is required), a setback variance of 1’ 
to be 19’ on the south side (20’ is required), and a rear yard variance of 7.7’ to be 42.3’ (50’ is 
required).  Property is zoned Industrial. 
 
Mr. Leinberger explained he would like to put on an addition to the existing building. 
 
Ms. Covaleski stated most of the variances are to bring the existing building into conformance. Mr. 
Leinberger stated the addition would add about 600 square feet. He presented a drawing to the Board. 
 
No comments were received from the Bay County Department of Water & Sewer. 
 
The Bay County Road Commission wrote regarding the petition filed by Kevin Leinberger for property at 
3597 N. Euclid Avenue they do not have any comment regarding the petition. Variances associated with 
property are under the jurisdiction of the township. Based on the submittal, no new construction work is 
proposed.  
 
The Fire Marshal’s office had no objection to the petition. 
 
Jody Scott from Mile Maker Auto had no issue with the variances. 
 
No comments were received from MDOT. 
 
Joe Shotwell, owner of 3596 Euclid, telephoned and stated he had no problem with the request. 
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There was no one in the audience for or against the request. 
 
Mr. LaPlant commented the lot was non-conforming and is at an angle. Mr. Willard stated the request 
is for what exists, not for a new build. 
 
Mr. LaPlant moved to approve the petition filed by Kevin Leinberger for property at 3597 Euclid 
(0901000810006000) which is on the east side of  Euclid between Old Kawkawlin and Huron for the 
purpose of a variance of 7,153 square feet to have existing lot area of 36,407 square feet (43,560 is 
required), a variance of 79.5’ to be 70.5 for the existing lot width (150’ is required), a setback variance of 
12.6’ on the north side for the existing setback to be 7.4’ (20’ is required), a setback variance of 1’ to be 
19’ on the south side (20’ is required), and a rear yard variance of 7.7’ to be 42.3’ (50’ is required).  
Property is zoned Industrial. The lot is non-conforming which makes it difficult to meet the required 
setbacks. Most of the variances are for the existing building. Ms. Covaleski seconded the motion. A roll call 
vote was taken. Covaleski-aye, DeShano-aye, LaPlant-aye, Willard-aye. Four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, two (2) 
absent. The motion passed. The applicant has six (6) months to pull a permit, or the variance is null 
and void. 
 
The next item was a petition filed by Dustin & Tonya Bitzer for property at 331 River Road 
(09010L1000081600) which is on the south side of River Road between Oakdale and Glendale for the 
purpose of a 12.5’ waterfront yard variance to be 27.5’ (40’ is required) for a new home. Property is 
zoned Residential. 
 
Tonya Bitzer represented the request. She stated they currently live in the house but would like to tear 
it down and rebuild. They would keep the existing side yards and not impact the line of sight. The 
home is small and they need more room. 
 
Mr. LaPlant asked if the current garage had variances. Building Official Mark stated the garage would 
be removed and the new one would meet the requirements. 
 
No comments were received from the Bay County Department of Water & Sewer. 
 
The Bay County Road Commission wrote regarding the petition filed by Dustin and Tonya Bitzer for 
property at 331 River Road, they do not have any comment regarding the petition. The proposed variance 
is on the waterfront side of the property, well away from the River Road right-of-way.  
 
The Fire Marshal’s office had no objection to the petition. 
 
Tracey Finney of 333 River Road stated she had no objection. 
 
There was no one in the audience against the request. 
 
Ms. Covaleski moved to approve the petition filed by Dustin & Tonya Bitzer for property at 331 River 
Road (09010L1000081600), which is on the south side of River Road between Oakdale and Glendale for 
the purpose of a 12.5’ waterfront yard variance to be 27.5’ (40’ is required) for a new home. Property is 
zoned Residential. Waterfront properties are restrictive. There will not be a line of sight issue. Ms. DeShano 
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. DeShano-aye, LaPlant-aye, Willard-aye, Covaleski-aye. 
Four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, two (2) absent. The motion passed. The applicant has six (6) months to pull a 
permit, or the variance is null and void. 
 
The last item on the agenda was a petition filed by David Spaine for property at 265 Lagoon Beach 
Drive (09010L1000025700) which is on the northeast side of Lagoon Beach Drive between the River 
and Revilo for the purpose of a 2’ side yard variance to be 3’ (5’ is required) for a shed. Property is 
zoned Residential. 
 



APPROVED 

Mr. Spaine stated they recently purchased the home and would like a 7’x8’ storage shed to be placed 
on the existing cement slap. The lot is 43’ wide. 
 
No comments were received from the Bay County Department of Water & Sewer. 
 
The Bay County Road Commission wrote regarding the petition filed by David Spaine for property at 265 
Lagoon Beach Drive, they do not have any comment regarding the petition. The proposed shed is behind 
the existing garage, well away from the Lagoon Beach Drive right-of-way. 
 
The Fire Marshal’s office had no objection to the petition. 
 
There was no one in the audience for or against the request. 
 
Mr. LaPlant asked if the shed would line up with the garage. Mr. Spaine stated it would be on the 
existing slab. 
 
Mr. LaPlant moved to approve the petition filed by David Spaine for property at 265 Lagoon Beach Drive 
(09010L1000025700) which is on the northeast side of Lagoon Beach Drive between the River and Revilo 
for the purpose of a 2’ side yard variance to be 3’ (5’ is required) for a shed. Property is zoned Residential. 
The waterfront lot is very narrow. The location will not obstruct views or access to the property. Ms. 
Covaleski seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken. Willard-aye, Covaleski-aye, DeShano-aye, 
LaPlant-aye. Four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, two (2) absent. The motion passed. The applicant has six (6) 
months to pull a permit, or the variance is null and void. 
 
Dakota Suchyta addressed the Zoning Board of Appeals regarding an interpretation of a basement 
being considered in the square footage of a home. The Board read the definitions for basement and 
story. It was suggested that Mr. Suchyta attend the Planning Commission meeting if he would like the 
ordinance to be changed. 
 
Having no other business before the Board, Ms. DeShano moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Covaleski 
seconded the motion. All members were in favor. Four (4) ayes, no (0) nays, two (2) absent. The motion 
passed and the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Barbara A. Potts 
Zoning Board of Appeals Coordinator  
 
 


